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Hairpin Data Updates

Automate the boring stuff!
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Hairpin Export 
and Import

Automate the boring stuff!



https://psugcal.org

Hairpin?

Refers to exporting 
data from one area 
and immediately 
re-importing it to 
another area

Export

Import

A

B
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What would be helpful to automate?
Schedule

Home_Room

A

B

Name pattern

Student Email

A

B

Student Email

Global ID

A

B

● Student 
Email

● Global ID

● Home_Room
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Homeroom
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The "bend" - temporary storage location

● Local File System of the server
○ Also works for hosted customers, even without direct access
○ AutoSends and Data Export Manager exports are saved to:

C:\Program Files\PowerSchool\data\external\autosend
○ AutoComms and Scheduled Data Imports start in:

C:\Program Files\PowerSchool\data\external\autocomm
○ When importing, you can reference ../autosend/filename to pick up 

files saved by AutoSend or Scheduled Exports
○ When exporting, you can reference ../autocomm/filename to save files 

to the folder expected by AutoComm or Scheduled Imports
○ Different for servers setup with a shared resource folder.

● You can also use an SFTP share if your school has one 
available and setup in Remote Connection Manager
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Export - Use period_info

● Community Article ID 12594
● Always note the correct expression on a student's 

schedule

● ^(*period_info;1(A);teacher_name)

● ^(*period_info;1(A);teacher_preferred_name)

● ^(*period_info;1(A);teacher_i_{field_name})

○ ^(*period_info;1(A);teacher_i_last_name)

https://help.powerschool.com/t5/PowerSchool-SIS-Knowledge-Base/How-To-Period-Info-DAT-Use-for-Course-Info-and-Current-Grades/ta-p/12594


https://psugcal.org

AutoSend

● System Management > Data > AutoSend 
Records

● Fields/DATs to send:
○ student_number
○ ^(*period_info;1(A);teacher_i_last_name)

● Send output to "Local (or shared) File 
System
○ AutoSends and Data Export Manager exports are 

saved to:
C:\Program Files\PowerSchool\data\external\autosend

● Path: specify a filename
○ example: homeroom.txt
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AutoSend
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AutoComm

● System Management > Data > 
AutoComm Records

● Schedule a few minutes after the 
export

● Path: ../autosend/homeroom.txt
● Update existing records… 

(checked)
● Import into

○ student_number
○ home_room
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AutoComm
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Student Email

First Initial + Last_Name + student_number + 
'@powerschool.com'

OR

custom field
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PowerQuery for Student Email

● See example Plugin for idea on using a PowerQuery to 
generate the student email

● It may be simpler to rely on student_web_id or a custom 
field if you can get that populated

● If student_web_id or custom field, can use AutoSend
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Leave the path blank to 
accept the default 
/external/autosend/ 
folder location

Note that the filename 
is part of the 
previously defined 
template.
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AutoSend

● System Management > Data > AutoSend Records
● Fields/DATs to send:

○ student_number
○ ~(decode;1;1;~(student_web_id)@powerschool.com; )

● Send output to "Local (or shared) File System
● Path: specify a filename

○ example: studentemail.txt
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AutoSend
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Sample File

● You need a sample file to setup the import template.
● If using AutoSend, use Quick Export for setup with the 

same fields and DATs as in AutoSend.
● Uncheck the "Column titles on first row, because AutoSend 

won't include them.
● If using a PowerQuery, export a sample file from the 

template in DEM
● With a PowerQuery you can keep the column titles.
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Data Import Manager

● Data and Reporting > Imports > Data Import Manager

● School Context matters, setup your import template at 
the right school level or more likely at District 
Office
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Save Template
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My Templates

If the "Schedule Template" button does not appear, make 
sure the user has a role that allows setting up and 
running scheduled templates. 
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Permissions for Setting Up Scheduled Templates
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Scheduled System Templates

● Source: PowerSchool Folder

● Path: ../autosend/
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Global ID

● When you enable OIDC for students, a separate "Global ID" 
needs to be maintained. 

● The Global ID is usually the same as the student email 
address.
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Global ID
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Global ID

● Install the Global ID PowerQuery Plugin shared by PSUG 
CAL
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Checking status of Import

● Data and Reporting > Imports > Data Import Queue
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